
 
 
  

 

 

 
  
 

                   
                                              

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                

MILLERSBURG CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

“In the heart of the community, with the community at heart.” 
 

REV. PATRICIA A. FARMER, MINISTER 
pafarmerecuador@gmail.com     505-900-155 

 

                         DECEMBER 2021 

 

 

PATRICIA’S PONDERINGS 

As we prepare for a joyous Advent and Christmas Season, it breaks my heart to see the surge of COVID here in Mid-MO! 
Hospital ICUs at full capacity. Suffering. Grief. And yet, it seems incomprehensible to me that it is happening when it doesn't 
have to be this way--when the answer is as simple as a vaccine. And yet . . . For this column, I defer to the pitch-perfect letter 
to the editor in the Columbia Missourian (Oct. 13) by retired Methodist minister and humanitarian Mel West:   
 
"I am living in my 98th year, almost half the time Missouri has been a state.  
 
"That gives me a rather historic view on the present claims of those using the excuse of freedom to avoid the use of vaccines 
and masks.  
 
"It is our right,” they shout, “to be free and do what we want.” 
 
"My first car ride was in a Model T Ford. Rules were few, but resisted by some. "Why do we need stop sign? Any fool can see 
when we need to stop.” 
 
"Top speed laws got a similar response. Turn signals were a waste of money for those who had always used hand signals. Car 
license plates and titles were condemned by some as ”government intervention and control” . . . . 
  
 "I am deeply puzzled that rural folk tend to turn their back on the COVID-19 vaccine.  Animal agriculture could simply not 
exist without vaccines . . . . nearly every animal on a modern farm is vaccinated, and some several times. Farmers who do not 
vaccinate their animals are very unpopular. . . .  
 
"A swine producer who does not vaccinate his hogs for cholera is apt to allow it to spread to a neighbor's hogs. It is not just 
'my business.” 
 
"As human beings on a crowded planet, we must consider the rights of others and do the right thing. Common sense, I call 
it." 
 
Amen for your long-lived wisdom and common sense, Mel West! 
 
Wishing everyone good health and good sense this holiday season,   
 
Rev. Patricia 
 
 

 

"I believe that getting the vaccine is an expression of my Christian Faith . . . my love for you, 
my love for my family and community by making sure that we are all safe together."--Terri 
Hord Owens, President and General Minister, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  

 



 

  

 

Prayers of healing for: 
Justin Collins, son of Terri Collins, who is dealing with several health issues 

Anna Sue Harmon who is recovering nicely from Covid 
Danny Rose who is recovering from shoulder repair surgery 
Rita Adams who is recovering well from shoulder surgery 

Sympathy to: 
Rose Mallinckrodt Bethell & family on the unexpected death of her brother, Shawn 
Mallinckrodt.  Zach Gamet is also one of Shawn’s best friends.  
Rita Adams on the death of her Aunt Marie Russell Foster. Marie was the last living 
sibling to Rita’s dad, Maurice “Rip” Russell. 
Stan and Rita Adams on the unexpected death of their close Manchu friend, Jerry 
Powles, on Oct. 20.  MCC had been praying for Jerry for a couple of years because 
he had to have his leg amputated. 
 

 Prayers answered!  Robbie Craig was dismissed from the hospital after 
being there 101 days! 
 

Advent Discussion at MCC 

Deepen your Advent experience! Join us 
at 9:30 in the Mezzanine on Nov. 28, Dec. 
12, 19 as we listen to video sermons from 
famous preachers from a variety of 
denominations, lectionary texts listed on 
the announcement sheet in our church 
bulletins.  

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO      

Emmett Crane, son of Kyle and Angie Crane and grandson of 

Joyce   Schermerhorn, who received the Student of the First 

Quarter award for being a great leader, helping others and 

academic excellence. 
    

Kamden Nolte, granddaughter of Randy and Marsha Loyd, 

who was recently inducted into the National Honor Society at 

Fulton High School. 
 

 

John Gulick’s family is excited to invite you to join in celebrating his 80th 
birthday on Sunday, December 5th at Prison Brews, 305 Ash Street, 
Jefferson City from 3-5.  Appetizers and birthday cake, lots of visiting, a 
TV for football fans, but no gifts—thank you.  RSVP to Barb at 573-353-
9210 or bkgulick16@qgmail.com.  Cards may be sent to 1826 Cedar 
Ridge Rd., Jefferson  City, MO  65109. 

 Please join Bill and Carolyn Anderson at their home 
December 13 at 6:00 p.m. for our annual Christmas cookie 
exchange!  Carolyn will provide soup and crackers – you 
bring 3 dozen of your favorite holiday cookie.  We will enjoy 
1 dozen and then share the other 2!  We have a wonderful 
time and hope you can join us!  Our address is 5575 County 
Road 323.  From the church, drive east towards Fulton on 
Route F and our road is about 3 miles and will be on your 
right.  We are exactly one mile down the gravel road on the 
right side of the road.  See you then! 
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Veterans Sunday, Nov. 7: TAPS The lone bugler’s song  
Rita Adams shared the article, “The lone bugler’s song” by 
Columbia Daily Tribune columnist, Lorry Myers, from her regular 
feature “Storytime” from Nov. 12, 2017. ”Taps is a song of 
gratitude, a final thank you from a grateful nation, a promise 
that we will not forget. Freedom is not free; it is bought and 
paid for with the lives it takes and the lives it changes. The 
bugler plays Taps, a final tribute to our heroes and signifies their 
work is done. They can finally lay their burdens down.”  As Jeff 
Moran played Taps on the bugle, we reflected on the lyrics of 
this revered song that Rev. Patricia included in her PowerPoint.      
Day is done, Gone the sun, From the lake, From the hill, From 
the sky. All is well, Safely rest, God is nigh.  
 

 

MCC was fortunate to have Good 
Turn Daily, a local bluegrass band, 
to entertain us on Sept 25.  It was 
well received by church and 
community folk.  We finished off 
many hotdogs, chips, and Gioffre 
Honey Ice Cream (big thank you to 
Dominick and Nancy).   Thanks to 
the FHS metal arts class for loaning 
a fire pit (and to Lance Bethell for 
arranging and delivering).  It was a 
beautiful evening for weather and 
for fellowship.  Thanks to 
Membership Committee and 
everyone who attended.  We will 
strive to repeat next spring 
hopefully.   
 
 

  

 

 

 

 



 

  “Field of Joy” Memory Tree for Grandma Pat McGrath and Granddaughter Mary Alice McCray Bowser 
For the past 8 years, Fulton Parks and Recreation has partnered with the Callaway County Salvation Army to bring the 
Field of Joy located in Veterans Park.  It’s an opportunity for your family, church, business, or non-profit to spread the 
joy of Christmas by providing a lighted Christmas tree for a donation of $25.00, $50/business. You provide the tree, 
lights and decorations, stands are provided.    All trees will be lit Wed. Dec. 1 at 5:30 and will be on display until New 
Year’s Day.  
 A very special tree has been decorated in loving memory of Grandma Pat McGrath (Cathy McCray’s mother) 
and Granddaughter Mary Alice McCray Bowser (daughter of John and Cathy McCray). Pat and Mary Alice’s pictures are 
displayed on the tree, along with Pat’s favorite flower yellow roses and sunflowers, Mary Alice’s favorite, topped with 
a red star and Cardinal. Many of the McCray and McGrath families gathered to make this beautiful remembrance 
happen.  
 
 
 
 

     

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
Balances for Millersburg Christian Church (MCC) accounts : 
                    6/21/21  7/19/21    8/21/21   9/20/21  10/17/21   11/22/21 
Checking      15,166   13,440    12,253     11,065     11,462      12,846 
Savings             201        202         203          204          205           206 
Special         17,289   19,064    13,591      13,941    14,416      14,491 
PayPal              308        308         356           356         455            455 
Flex Fund   (Disciples Church Extension Fund)    $5,042 
 
 On Sunday November 21 the Congregation approved MCC’s 2022 budget.  This financial plan 
calls for $54,885 to fund all of the church’s activities in 2022.  To date church members have pledged 
$40,540 to support these activities. This leaves a gap of $14,345 between what the budget prescribes 
and what has been pledged.   
Such a gap is normal and is filled in several ways.  For one thing, Commitment Sunday isn’t a last date 
for pledging.  Like Jesus’ never ending love for us, pledges can always be made. Furthermore, while 
pledges help the church’s directors plan for the coming year, non-pledged offerings are very important to 
sustaining church operations.  Likewise, contributions from church friends and former members are also 
of great value.  Beyond offerings, the church has other means to acquire funds for its operation and 
charitable work.  These include fund raisers and charges for church use. 
 
 In his second letter to the Corinthians the apostle Paul noted that each person should give what 
they have decided in their heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.  MCC’s members are certainly cheerful. Sundays are filled with smiling faces and joyful 
greetings.  This is a positive indication that in 2022, as in previous years, the budget will be met and 
crises, like failing HVAC equipment, will be handled, all with a smile.         
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Millersburg Christian Church 
4527 State Road J 
Fulton, MO  65251 
 

Return Service Requested 
 
 
 

 
GUESS WHO likes Halloween? 

 
 

10:00 a.m. Visiting 

10:30 a.m. Worship Begins 

Rev. Patricia Farmer, Minister 

Brenda Williamson, Administrative Assistant and 

Bookkeeper 

Church telephone number is 573-642-2939 

Church email address is: mcc1836@socket.net 

 

Brenda telephone number: 573-544-3360 

Brenda email: blouwilliamson@yahoo.com 

Find us on the web at 

www.millersburgchristianchurch.org 

“Like” us on Facebook! 
  You can contact her at 
pafarmerecuador@gmail.com or by phone/text (505-900-1553). 
The best times to reach her are Monday-Thursday during regular 
business hours. Friday is her day off. 

 

You are welcome to join us in person to 
worship in the sanctuary at 10:30 am on 
Sundays.  To join our worship service by 
zoom, send an email to 
MCC1836@socket.net, and put “Zoom 
Church” in the Subject line.  You will be 
sent an email the Saturday before the 
service with a link by which you can 
connect by Zoom on your laptop, tablet, or 
smartphone.  You can also join to just 
listen to the service by non-smartphone.  
Join by 10:20 am.  Service starts at 10:30 
am.  Previous sermons are posted at our 
website: 
www.millersburgchristianchurch.org. 

 
 
 
       

THOSE WHO SERVE: 
ELDER:  Bob Green 
DIACONATE:  Bill Anderson 
            Vicki Fritz  
 
SERVE Food Pantry item for December: 
     Support our Christmas families  

Upcoming Special Worship Events: 
December 5 – Hanging of the Greens – contact Vickie Roberts if 
you want to participate in decorating the sanctuary for the Advent 
and Christmas season. 
December 12 – Christmas Dinner after worship service.  Please 
bring a large salad, vegetable, or dessert to share.   Worship 
Committee members will bring meat dishes. 
December 19 – Lessons & Carols and Christmas Candlelight 
service at end of worship. 
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