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FEBRUARY 2021 
 

          Patricia’s Ponderings 
 

"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times . . . ." 
--Charles Dickens, The Tale of Two Cities 

 
When we began the year 2020, we could not fathom that we would be meeting 

 online from March onward. During the pandemic, countless of our citizens have suffered  
(and continue to suffer) economic distress, illness, grief, and food insecurity. And yet, MCC 
 has remained strong thanks to the grace of God—and technology! That does not mean we have not been afflicted 
with grief. We have lost several dear ones during 2020, including Ralph Roulette, Jay Harmon, Hazel Pahl, Bill 
Gentzsch, Dave Tucker, and Bill Hudson. Many of our members have lost loved ones and friends from various 
illnesses, including COVID, and we share in their grief.   
 

Against the sad backdrop of these unprecedented times, Zoom worship has proven to be the lifeboat for our 
church.  Thanks to Bob Green's help, we were able to start Zoom immediately, not missing a beat with worship. Our 
attendance during 2020 online worship was good, often as high as in-person worship. As an added bonus, we 
enjoyed intermittent visits from old friends who have moved away, and family members from Germany and 
Washington D.C.. And remember the time I was preaching on the "butterfly effect" while Jeff held up a gorgeous 
Monarch butterfly that had just emerged from its chrysalis!  

 
While most members were able to join us via computer or phone, not everyone could be with us.  Still, we 

managed through old-fashioned phone calls to stay in touch. Our Membership and Missions groups worked miracles 
to keep us connected and focused on the needs of our community. Giving also continued and our ministries thrived 
without a hiccup.  

 
The highlight for me was Christmas online.  We not only enjoyed a Christmas Eve service on Zoom, but  a 

Christmas play (written by Barbara Moran)!  We used Christmas cookies for communion, decorated our Zoom space, 
and shared old photos of early Christmases.  Most of the success of our Zoom worship was due to Jeff and Barbara 
Moran's unflagging commitment to singing. Their beautiful voices, often including their daughter, Courtney, led us in 
the familiar hymns that kept our sense of church alive, even while worshipping safely at home. 
We will not forget this past year, and the ways such a challenge brought out the creative and compassionate side in 
all of us.  It showed how strong, resilient, and caring the church is during good times and bad. A challenge of this size 
tells us who we are. And that's why it was not only the worst of times, but also the best of times. I have never been 
prouder of my congregation!  
 

As the new year offers the promise of vaccines and in-person worship, we know better days are ahead. But 
we will never forget how we survived and thrived during "the worst of times."  
 
Blessings,  
Rev. Patricia 

 

 



      

 

 

 

7:00 pm Wednesday, February 17 – Ash Wednesday Service  

Please join us at 6:55 pm for a brief service of ashes that will start at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, February 

17.  Rev. Patricia will send out an email invitation to the virtual service on Zoom.  It’s easy, just click on 

the link in the email.  If you don’t usually receive a zoom invitation to worship with us, just send Rev. 

Patricia an email (pafarmerecuador@gmail.com) and she will send the link.  Also, try to find a small bit 

of ashes for this meaningful service, such as from the wick of a burned candle, or maybe a fireplace. 
    
 

Zoom into Lent! Join us for "Lenten Devotionals with 
Rev. Patricia" before our Zoom Worship during Lent.  
Beginning on February 21st and continuing through Lent, 
our fellowship time will be at 9:45, with the devotional 
time beginning at 10:00. Rev. Patricia will offer a short 
inspirational message on Lent, following by discussion. 
 

What is Lent, Anyway?  

Lent is the 40 days (not including Sundays) from Ash Wednesday to the Saturday before Easter. Lent is 

often described as a time of preparation and an opportunity to go deeper with God. This means that it’s a 

time for personal reflection that prepares people’s hearts and minds for Good Friday and Easter.  

First Sunday in Lent is February 21, Palm Sunday is March 28, and we’ll celebrate Easter on April 4.  

Plan to join us! 

 
 

Lenten Booklets.  You can pick up a 

Lenten booklet from a variety of booklets 

in the blue basket on the table in the 

church narthex.  We have booklets for 

adults, young children and teenagers.  

Worship Committee members hope that a 

booklet will help guide your meditations 

during Lent. Contact Barbara Moran 

(573-220-9112) if would like her to snail 

mail a booklet to you. 
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Thank you for the recent memorials received in memory 

of Hazel Pahl, Bill Gentzsch, Bill Hudson and David  

Tucker. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You to the congregation for their dedication to the Missions effort in our church, in serving others. 
People often see need and shy around it, we have a group of people who walk straight into need without hesitation, 
regardless of what's going on in their lives. We all pray for our needs and the needs of others, then we pray thanking 

God for the things we have. There are so many in the community and across the world that don't have the food, 
shelter, clothes, coats, gloves, we have. I sometimes wonder when we will reach a point where our people will say 

“enough”, stop asking for money. Yet, each need before us is met to the extent of our ability. 
Thank you,  

 Randy Loyd, Missions Chair 
 

The MCC congregation giving in 2020 totaled $3082.90. Some specific examples included: 
The total amount collected for Week of Compassion was $338.18.  
In April, the Easter offering totaled $125.00. 
The first quarter outreach donation was split between Our House and SERVE. Each received $210.35.  
The second quarter outreach donation went to Our House in the amount of $351.25.  
The third quarter outreach donation went to the Callaway County United Way in the amount of $381.75.  
The fourth quarter outreach donation went to Our House in the amount of $387.75.  
In August, we donated $160.00 to the Festival of Sharing 
In October, we donated $265 to the Crop Walk 
In November, we donated food baskets and gift cards 
In December, we adopted a child through the SERVE program 
We collected cans of food for the food pantry throughout the year 
 
 
 

 
    

Reverend Patricia and Millersburg Christian Church,  

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers. Thank you for the 

beautiful cards with heartfelt messages.  

Love,  

Beth A. (Plank) Jones 
 

Dear Millersburg Christian Church, 
 
Thank you so much for the prayers, calls, 
texts, emails check on Bill.  Your 
thoughts and prayers mean so much to 
our family. 
Love, Jeanette, Jamie & Beth Hudson 

 

Prayers of comfort for Rev. Patricia who fell and broke her wrist.  She will be 

undergoing surgery January 28. 
Sincere sympathy for Marsha Loyd whose brother, Marvin 

Bond, passed away January 8. 

Sincere sympathy for Bernie and Vickie Roberts, whose long time neighbor 

in Brookfield passed away January 10 

Sincere sympathy for Larry and Peggy Strawhorn whose friend Rodney 

passed away.  Prayers for his wife, Darlene. 

Sincere sympathy for Brenda Rose whose friend, Martha Ann, husband passed away and her mother's cousin also 

passed. 

Sincere sympathy for Bob Green whose Aunt Jolene passed away.  Bob traveled to Stuttgart, Arkansas to preside over 

the graveside service. 

 

 

 



 

2021 Board of Directors (Revised) 
Millersburg Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)    

    
Office   Name           Class 

   Elder  Barbara Moran               2021 

   Bob Green   2022 

   Randy Loyd   2022 

   Carolyn Anderson  2023 

 

Diaconate  Brenda Rose   2021 

   Bill Anderson   2021 

   Larry Strawhorn  2021 

 

   Patty Eggleston   2022 

   Bernie Roberts   2022 

   Vickie Roberts   2022 

   Kathy Craighead  2022 

 

   Vicki Fritz   2023  

   Rita Adams   2023 

   Jeff Moran   2023 

  
 Board President   Rev. Bob Green   515-783-9868  

 Vice-President  Randy Loyd   573-424-9670 

 Board Secretary  Barbara Moran   573-220-9112 

 Bookkeeper    Brenda Williamson  573-544-3360 

 Treasurer     Larry Strawhorn  573-592-7382 

 Minister  Rev. Patricia Farmer  505-900-1553 

 Admin. Asst.  Brenda Williamson  573-544-3360  

 Church Office              573-642-2939 

 

Millersburg Christian Church Balances:  
 
                 8/10/20   9/6/20   10/19/20   11/16/20   12/24/20   1/11/21 
Checking     7,491     7,770      9,987      8,653          9,007       8,692 
Savings       3,501     3,503      3,504       3,505         3,506       3,507 
Special        4,525     4,710      4,845       2,654         4,106       4,011 
PayPal        1,083     1,858         488       1,046         1,858       1,931 
Flex Fund                                                                                  4,939 
 
Thank you Lisa for so quickly providing reports of their giving to those who pledged in 2020. As this indicates, we 
are now entering into a new fiscal year.  Because of the generosity of all who contributed to the church in 2020, 
either by pledge or otherwise, there’s presently money in the bank.  However, this can easily change because the 
church can’t rely on pledged funds alone to pay every bill that will materialize this year.  Everyone needs to be 
thinking of ways for the church to raise money that will work both now, with all of the COVID 19 restrictions and 
after the church’s hoped for reopening.  Also, we all need to keep looking for people interested in becoming new 
members.  Thanks to Lisa Landrum for the great job she did as Bookkeeper and best wishes for Brenda 
Williamson our new Bookkeeper and Secretary.        

 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

   
 
 
Alyssa Cassidy 
 
 
 
 
 

 MPS 8-12 
 

 
 
 
 
  

MPS 8-12 
         4-7 
 

 
 

 
John & Lynn 
Reynolds 
 
 
 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

 
 
 
 

 
Lance & Rose 
Bethell 
 
 
 
 

MPS 8-12 
Pastor Cabinet-
6:30 
 
Shelly 
Bedsworth 

Jim McCray 
Janet Landrum 
Mike 
Baumgartner 
Lee & Sharon 
Plank 

MPS 8-12 
         4-7 
 
 
Marla 
Carlson 

Larry 
Baumgartner 
Cooper 
Whitworth 

 

14 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

 
 

 
Anna Sue 
Harmon 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
 
 

MPS 8-12 
      
 
Barbara Gulick 
Earl Bryant 
 
 
 

 Brian McCarty 
Jennifer 
McCarty 
Sara Stephens 
Karen Ackley 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MPS 8-12 
         4-7 
 
  
 
 

 
Lois Long 
 
Art & Amanda 
Smith 

 
 Rose Bethell 

21 22 23 24 

 

25 26 27 
 
 
 
 

 MPS 8-12 
 
 
  

 
Newsletter 
Assembly 
 
 
 
 

MPS 8-12 
          4-7 
  

Linda Cassidy Larry Strawhorn 

28       

  
 
 

   
 

   

 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY  

 

 

 



 
Millersburg Christian Church 

           (Disciples of Christ) 
4527 State Road J        
Fulton, MO  65251       
 
 
Return Service Requested 

 

 

 

Morning Worship starts at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Rev. Patricia Farmer, Minister 

 

Our telephone number is 573-642-2939 

 

Our email address is: mcc1836@socket.net 

 

Find us on the web at 

www.millersburgchristianchurch.org 

“Like” us on Facebook! 
  
 You can contact her at pafarmerecuador@gmail.com or 
by phone/text (505-900-1553). The best times to reach her are 
Monday-Thursday during regular business hours. Fridays and 
Saturdays are her days off.   

 

The Church is not a building;  
The Church is not a steeple; 

The Church is not a resting place;  
The Church Is Its People!! 

 
Join the people of  

Millersburg Christian Church 
For worship services via Zoom App 

at 10:00 am on Sundays 
 

Send an email to MCC1836@socket.net,  
Put “Zoom Church” in the Subject line. 
You will be sent an email the Saturday 

before the service with a link  
by which you can connect by Zoom App on 

your laptop, tablet, or smartphone.   
You will be able to see video and hear audio 

of others at the worship service. 
 You can also join to just listen to the service 

by non-smartphone. 
Join at 10 am to visit with others.  Service 

starts at 10:30 am. 
Previous sermons are posted at our website:  

www.millersburgchristianchurch.org 
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