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(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
“In the heart of the community, with the community at heart.”

REV. PATRICIA A. FARMER, MINISTER
pafarmer@aol.com

505-900-1553

October, 2017

Millersburg Christian Church

8:00 AM – 1:00 PM Bazaar Open
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM Lunch Served
Coffee, pies, cakes, candies, breads, salsas, jams, jewelry,
fall and Christmas décor,
vintage Christmas decorations, and lots of other items!
Help raise funds for the ministries of
Millersburg Christian Church – Disciples of Christ
Dark red brick church at 4527 State Road J, in western Callaway County

Blessed (or happy) are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. In my sermon
series on the Beatitudes, I particularly love the second Beatitude (Matt 5:4). This spiritual
paradox reminds me of Tennyson’s famous line, “It is better to have loved and lost than not to
have loved at all.” Think of someone you mourn, perhaps a loved one you have recently lost.
Would it be better if you experienced no grief or pain at all? I’m sure you would say no, for the
truth is: the greater the love, the greater the grief. Those who “play it safe” and do not risk
love are the most unhappy people on earth. For only those who dare to love—even at the risk
of loss—find the true meaning of happiness.
But there is more to this Beatitude than mourning. The second Beatitude ends with: “for
they will be comforted.”
Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit as The Comforter. Our English word “comfort” is
derived from Latin roots which literally mean “with strength.” Thus, the divine comfort of
which this Beatitude speaks depicts both soothing tenderness and strengthening
empowerment. The Holy Spirit, the Comforter, shares our burdens and strengthens our souls.
In the second Beatitude, Jesus offers us a divine paradox that leads to happiness.
Blessed are those who mourn. For mourning means we are engaged, we are alive, we are
connected! We mourn not only our own personal losses, but the suffering of the world. When
we watch those devastated by natural disasters or terrorism on television, we mourn, and
rightly so. To follow Jesus means that we have chosen to widen out in love rather than shrink
back in fear.
Blessed are those who mourn; happy are those who dare to enter the suffering of the
world and who risk loss and suffering for the sake of love. For they shall be comforted.
Join us on Sundays for more on the Sermon on the Mount and the meaning of
happiness.

Peace,
Rev. Patricia

Those who Serve in October

*Prayers of healing for Terri Collins
*Sincere sympathy extended to John and Sherri Griffin on the recent
death of John’s mother, Helen.
*Prayers of healing for Robert and Marilyn’s granddaughter, Audrey
*Prayers for all of those effected by the recent weather events

A Word from our Board Chair…..

ELDER:

Elaine Long

DIACONATE:

Patty Eggleston
Rita Adams

BREAD LIST:
October 1
October 8
October 15
October 22
October 29

Elaine Long
Joyce Schermerhorn
Patty Eggleston
Marsha Loyd
Marilyn Thomas

SERVE Food Pantry item for the month of
October: Soup and Crackers

We Got It Done!!!

September is here. Almost Fall, but not quite with those
90-degree days. I am looking forward to October, my favorite
month. I am pleased to see the rain and clearing of the dust
and pollen for my head's sake, but mostly I am pleased to share
life with a church family that supports and defends our place in
the world and community. You are awesome. So much going on
and sometimes we feel we don't have enough folk to do all that
we do, but we still seem to get it done and we make a difference.
Just breathe in and breathe out, then do it over again.
So much has happened recently: the church looks
beautiful with fresh paint outside, the Pillowcase workshop was
far beyond what I imagined.....with 29 people, 8 denominations
represented, and 129 pillowcases accomplished in short order.
The Sunday School activities are a joy to have and the fall
fundraiser is next up and will take a different format this year.
Missions is busy as always, preparing for the Festival of Sharing
projects and ready to present our bounty for dedication on Oct. 7
with our Commitment/Stewardship Sunday plans. Please be
engaged, please find a place for yourself at the table in our life.
You are welcome and cherished and needed as we move forward.
With Christ's ample blessings,
Brenda

Millersburg Christian Church is finally bringing "closure" to the grant award from the Bridgeton Fund which was awarded
to MCC in February of 2016. To review this grant award history: For a number of years, MCC had issues with losing one or more
shingles on a southwest facing portion of the roof during high wind events. In January of 2016, MCC applied for a grant in the
amount of $14,000 from the Bridgeton Fund, as that was roughly the bid we had for replacing the roof. Bridgeton awarded
$6,399, which gave us a good start toward the roof replacement. When the contractor actually got on the roof to begin the job, he
decided that only that southwest part of the roof needed to be replaced, and the cost of that work was $3,836. We notified the
Bridgeton Fund of the balance, and the Fund agreed that we could use that balance to address other infrastructure issues at
MCC. The church Board of Directors ear-marked that remaining $2,653 toward needed painting of exterior wood at the church.
While it took several months to get that painting job done due to various weather concerns and coordinating that work with
window replacement paid for by the Millersburg Pre-School housed in the church, we are happy to report that that painting is
being finished today! We continue to be grateful for the grant award which allowed us to address a couple of infrastructure issues
at MCC!

Before

After

First Sunday Social
October 1

News from the Missions Committee

Join us before worship, starting at 10:00
AM and enjoy some fruit and fresh baked
goodies. All are welcome! Thanks to Elaine
Long and Peggy Strawhorn who have signed
up for the month of October to provide the
fruit and baked items.

During June, July and August food was collected
for Missouri Family Food Boxes. Our goal was to
collect 20 units. 10 units have been reached so far.
Food still needed is 26 cans of chicken, 14 cans of tuna
and 2 cans of fruit. A special Missions collection is
being taken in response to Hurricanes Harvey and
Irma. $630 has been collected so far. The CROP walk
will be held October 8th and the Festival of Sharing is
October 21st.

Millersburg Christian Church accounts at Callaway Bank show the following balances:

9/17/17
8/20/17
7/17/17
6/19/17

Checking
$13,916
$15,139
$15,888
$15,527

Savings
$3,272
$3,271
$3,270
$3,269

Special Money
$6,261
$6,260
$3,373
$3,323

We continue to hope that our estimated monthly income for 2017 (including fundraisers and donations) should be about
equal to our estimated expenses for 2017. Once again, these estimates are from the fall of 2016 when we were preparing
our 2017 budget. The current positive balance in our checking account gives us the flexibility to deal with some
infrastructure issues (such as replacing the back door to the pastor's office) and some one-time expenses (such as printing
new business cards and stationery for Rev Patricia). The two expenses mentioned amounted to a little over $900, and
explain most of the reduction in our checking account balance between August and September. The third account, labeled
"special money", at Callaway Bank, still includes the $2,653 remaining from the Bridgeton Fund grant that we received last
year. That grant money will go toward paying for painting of the exterior woodwork of the church, a project that happened
the week of September 11.
A "coupon" is included in this newsletter for "estimated giving" for 2018. We hope that members and friends of MCC
value the church's presence in the Millersburg community and will contribute financially to the work of the church.
I also want to remind people that we have an electronic mechanism for making pledges and donations (or other payments)
to the church: on the church website (www.millersburgchristianchurch.org) is a "donate" button near the top of the home page.
Clicking on that takes you to a secure PayPal page from which a donation to the church can be made either via a PayPal
account or through the use of a credit/debit card. This was actually used during our recent rummage sale, and so we can
verify that it does work! The convenience of using this technology may appeal to some of our members and friends.

2018 Estimate of Giving
In grateful response to God’s love and mercy, I/we estimate my/our giving to Millersburg Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) during 2018 will be*:
$ __________ per week, or
$ __________ per month, or
$ __________ per year, or
a one-time donation of $__________ .
Name(s): ______________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
Phone number: __________________ Email: _________________________________
*I understand that if my circumstances change, my level of giving can be changed by
notifying the church treasurer of my new adjusted estimate of giving.

Millersburg Christian Church
Fellowship Event
On Wednesday October 4, Jeff Moran will share
stories about his recent trip to Kenya. Come
learn about Mobility Worldwide and mobility
carts, and enjoy pictures from a wild animal
safari.
October 4, Potluck Dinner at 6:00 PM –
Please bring a dish to share.
The program will begin about 6:30 PM.

Thank you, Brenda Rose, for making Ryan’s Case for
Smiles such a huge success at our church! We all had
such a good time and it makes people feel good to
participate in something like this. Even when we are
exhausted!

Guess Who..
😊

Barbara Moran figuring it out!

Brenda and Ginger

Elaine, Destanie and Kali

FREE MOVIE NIGHT!
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15TH

Movie begins at
6:30 PM
FREE POPCORN & DRINKS!
Next Movie Night is November 12th!

Child Care Provider Position
Welcome to Savannah Bethell, who has
accepted the position of childcare provider 2 Sundays
a month, alternating with Lexi Begemann.

Thank you to Randy Loyd, Kamden Nolte, Jeff and
Barbara Moran, Patty Eggleston and Alex and Kali for
representing Millersburg Christian Church in the
annual Millersburg Celebration and Parade
September 16th! Thanks to Randy Loyd for making
arrangements for the pickup, trailer, straw and for
driving the float!

October
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

2

3

First Sunday
Social – 10:00
a.m.
Marsha Loyd

MPS 6-8

MPS 8-12

Magda MirceaRowlett

Lauren Fritz

8

9

10

CROP Walk

Wednesday
4

Thursday
5

Friday
6

MPS 8-12
5-8
Cody
Baumgartner

11

MPS 8-12

12

Saturday
7

Jeff Moran
Chris Cole

13

14

Ken & Susan
McCarty

Jay Harmon

20

21

MPS 8-12
5-8

Pastor’s
Cabinet
7:00 p.m.

15

Fred Erickson
Kinleigh Rose
Mason Rose

Kerry Bush

Rod Latty
Nick Arnold

16

17

18

Movie Night –
“MAX” – 6:30
p.m.

MPS 8-12

Steve &
Meghan Rose
Whitworth

Stan Adams
Paige
Bedsworth

25

26

23

24

Rev. Patricia’s
Installation

Newsletter
Deadline

MPS 8-12

Susan McCarty
Robert Thomas

Alice Gamet

30

31
MPS 8-12

Nolan Bush

Jessica Kukal
Roger Harmon

MPS 8-12
5-8

Finn
Hutchison
Matt Rose
Jeff &
Barbara
Moran

22

29

19

MPS 8-12
5-8
Nichole
Adams
Art Bedsworth
Lola Weiss

Grace Loyd

Festival of
Sharing –
Sedalia

Laden Force

27

28
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Please join us at Millersburg Christian
Church every Sunday!
Morning Worship starts at 10:30 a.m.
1st Sunday Social is the first Sunday of
every month at 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Patricia Farmer, Minister
Our telephone number is 573-642-2939
Our email address is: mcc1836@socket.net
Find us on the web at
www.millersburgchristianchurch.org
“Like” us on Facebook!
Rev. Patricia’s normal office hours at MCC are
Thursdays from 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. On Thursday
afternoons, she is available for pastoral visits (home
or office) by appointment. You can contact her at
pafarmer@aol.com or by phone/text (505-900-1553).
The best times to reach her are Monday-Thursday
during regular business hours. Fridays and Saturdays
are her days off.

Upcoming Events at MCC
November 5- Recognition of Veterans
November 11 – Bazaar and Chili/Soup
Lunch – 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
December 3 - Advent starts with the
Hanging of the Greens Service
December 17 - Christmas Program
during Worship service
December 24 – Special Morning
Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve

