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Reflections
Rev. Barbara K. Gulick
Celebrations in the Kingdom of God
God is good! We entered the summer wringing our hands, wondering what would become of us. We
were hurting from loss of members and loss of revenue. We were behind in our missions obligations. We
wondered if we would have enough children to make Vacation Bible School worth the effort. We rightly
entered into a period of prayer and planning for the future. Despite our concerns, we made the leap of
faith to use precious funds from our reserve fund to catch up on our obligations to missions, while reexamining future budgeting. And we went ahead with Bible School.
We enter autumn celebrating the addition of four new members. Sandi Bernard and her sons
Braden Parker and Braxton O’Grady came as a direct result of VBS and their experience of the love and
spirit of Millersburg Christian Church once they got here. Marika Tarver came at Sandi’s invitation and
then she, too, experienced the spirit of MCC. All were God sent in answer to our prayers and theirs. We
are blessed to be blessings to each other. Brothers and sisters, these things are not coincidence. God is
working in us and through us.
I truly believe that God has opened a new window of opportunity for us to serve the community and
the world in new and dynamic ways if we have the faith and courage to take advantage of it. But we must
give up wringing our hands and waiting for the sky to fall. Let us use our hearts and hands to pray and plan
and do the work of God’s kingdom and the sky will open up with new visions and amazing new possibilities and
blessings for us.
As we prepare our estimates of giving and consider our commitments of time and talents for the
coming year, let us celebrate the joy and blessings of sharing the amazing grace of God’s kingdom together.
WELCOME SANDI, BRADY, BRAXTON AND MARIKA!!
A Personal Note of Gratitude
John and I want to thank each of you for the blessings of care, support, the cards, the food, the
lovely plant, the memorial gifts, your presence and your prayers throughout this difficult summer and the
death of my mother, Marie Lytle. You are the body of Christ.
With mixed emotions, I write to report to you that the sale of the Rickman Center property closed on
September 22. As some of you may already know, the property was sold to a Jefferson City group of
companies: The Farmers Companies. The Farmers are a very highly regarded business in Jefferson City,
who operate the quarry across the highway from Rickman (among other enterprises), and who are well
known locally for their community-mindedness. As we understand it, the Farmers plan to use the fifty
acres closest to the highway for some aspect of their business operation, but will be donating the
remaining 150 acres (including the main campus with all the buildings) to an international non-profit
organization: Halo Worldwide, which has programs in Jefferson City. Here is link to their main webpage:
https://haloworldwide.org
Our understanding is that Halo plans to use the Rickman lodge as transitional housing for homeless and
at risk teens. They are continuing all existing leases, which means that our own Disciples' congregation,
Table of Grace, will continue operating on site. Halo will likely be hosting camps during the Summer,
potentially including some of ours. It appears there will be many opportunities for synergy to develop
between Mid-America Disciples, including our local Jefferson City congregations, and Halo. The
Farmers made a full price (as professionally appraised) offer of $1.1 million, which was accepted.
Because there were initial direct conversations with the Farmers, we did not have to list the property with
a commercial real estate agent (saving about $75,000). Further, we had been advised to expect the sale
to take 2-5 years. Many of you will remember that Sara Reiter, Second Vice Moderator, led a Property
Task Force (Gene Hilton, Scott Fritz and Judy Ridlen), which studied the possible options for Rickman in
2013-2014. They recommended that CCMA sell the property, which was approved in 2014 first by the
CCMA Executive Committee, then by the Council of Areas, and finally by the CCMA Regional Assembly
in St. Louis. In early 2015, a Sale Task Force (Gene Hilton, Joy Faires, Paul Ratcliffe, Nike Thompson
and Leon Whitney) began to work on the process of selling Rickman, which led to the result described
above. Given our difficult decision to sell the Rickman property, this is a very positive outcome. One
million dollars will be transferred to the Christian Church Foundation to an unrestricted account, the
Rickman Legacy Fund, which will be invested as if it were an endowment (meaning the principal will
remain untouched and grow), with 75% of the annual distribution flowing to Mid-America youth and
outdoor ministries, and 25% to Mid-America leadership development. After deducting the costs of the
sale, the remaining $100,000 will be transferred to the CCMA operating reserve (what we used to call the
"historical fund"). Our regional operating reserve (a bit like a household's "rainy day" fund) had
diminished to a level that was much less than optimal. This will restore the region to a sound fiscal
position. The distribution of funds just described was approved by the CCMA Executive Committee and
the Council of Areas this Summer, and our Regional Assembly in October will be asked to affirm these
decisions.
Many years of wonderful ministry occurred at the Rickman Center. Thanks be to God for all those years!
May we all look forward to continuing and renewing these ministries in new ways, and to creating and
nurturing many new ones.
Guy Adams
Mid-America Moderator

If you have not had a chance, please welcome MCC’s newest members! Marika Tarver and
Sandi Bernard and her sons, Braden Parker and Braxton O’Bryan!

Thank you to the Millersburg Celebration Committee, Terry Landrum, Michelle
Landrum-Phillippe, Shana Landrum, Jennifer Baumgartner, Todd Bittle, Patty
Eggleston and Shannon Baumgartner for the new sign they made that shows both churches, Millersburg
Christian and Millersburg Baptist, the Millersburg Fire Department and the Millersburg Lions Club.

Brady Parker and Stephen
Garner led the Millersburg
Celebration parade on
their bikes with their
favorite Bible verses on
the front of their bikes:
John 3:16 and Galatians
3:26

Heidi Downey, Robert & Marilyn Thomas’
granddaughter, performing with Good Turn Daily at
the Millersburg Celebration.

COMMITMENT SUNDAY
OCTOBER 4, 2015
2016 Estimate of Giving
In grateful response to God’s love and mercy, I/we estimate my/our giving to Millersburg Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) during 2016 will be*:
$ __________ per week, or
$ __________ per month, or
$ __________ per year, or
a one-time donation of $__________.
Name(s): ______________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
Phone number: __________________

Email: _____________________________

*I understand that if my circumstances change, my level of giving can be changed by
notifying the church treasurer of my new adjusted estimate of giving.

Thanks to all who contributed handmade items for our Work of Our Hands Bazaar and
Auction! And thanks to Barbara and Jeff Moran for all of their hard work in organizing this
event! A good time was had by all and we raised about $800 for the ministries of Millersburg
Christian Church!

President's Ponderings by Jeff Moran
Lots of stuff going on in the life of the church: 4 new members recently, Sunday School for all ages
and worship every Sunday, the next Bluegrass Gospel Worship Service coming up on October 17, and
many other activities to get involved in as noted elsewhere in this newsletter. We also have some
infrastructure issues to deal with: the possibility of needing a new roof, the deteriorating outside ramp to
the lower level of the church, better accessibility for handicapped individuals, and so on. At this time of the
year when we are beginning to plan programs for 2016, please prayerfully consider what the life of
Millersburg Christian Church means in your life and to the Millersburg community. By this time, everyone
should have received information packets about the proposed 2016 budget for the church (or read about it
in this newsletter). Please plan to be in church on Commitment Sunday, October 4, when we collect the
financial pledges from friends and members for 2016. These are what we use to help plan for the coming
year. Thanks to all for your support of MCC.

Prayers of concern and healing for….
*Dr. Bill & Kris Tenny-Brittian
on the recent death of their
granddaughter.
*Marilyn Thomas
*Jessie Vaughn, Vicki’s mom
*John Gulick – so glad you are back in worship with
us!
Sunday
October11
1:30 p.m.
See Elaine
for details!

Heartfelt and sincere sympathy is
extended to the family of Peggy Rose, who
passed away September 1st. Anyone who
knew her loved her. She will be missed by
so many.

MISSIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
During June, July and August, MCC collected food for Family Food Packs for
Festival of Sharing October 17th. We put together 12 units with estimated worth each of
$25 or $300 total. In addition, we had 18 jars of extra peanut butter and several cans of
pasta sauce which were taken to HAVEN House. Other remaining items were taken to
SERVE. During those three months we have provided at least $400 worth of food for
others.
The 44th consecutive Kingdom of Callaway CROP Hunger Walk will be held October
11th at 1:30 p.m. starting from Champ Auditorium on the Westminster College campus. 25%
of the money collected stays in Callaway County for the Senior Food Program.

Those Who Serve in October

ELDERS:

John Gulick
Carolyn Anderson

DIACONATE:

Gary Eggleston
Patty Eggleston

BREAD LIST:
October 4
October 11
October 18
October 25

Elaine Long

Dear MCC Friends:
We would like to take this opportunity to say
thank you to MCC and the Millersburg community for
the wonderful support received after the death of
Peggy Rose. Not only then, but over the past several
years as her health declined. We appreciate the
many cards and many expressions of sympathy, the
memorial gifts, floral tributes, and the very special
luncheon served after the service and food sent to
Dan and Brenda’s. Thank you for the shared
celebration for her birthday earlier in the month and
the cards she received. It was so special and a gift
to all of us that she was able to participate. Peggy
felt blessed to share her life with this community
and so do we.
Wishing you God’s blessings,
David, Cheryl, Dan, Brenda and our families

Congratulations to Kyle, Angie and
Emmett and welcome to Leo Perrey
Crane, who was born September
18th, weighing in at 10 pounds 2
ounces and 21.25” long! And
congratulations on grandson #2 for
Joyce Schermerhorn! All are doing
well!
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Bluegrass Gospel Worship Service
Saturday, October 17th
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Featuring the Millersburg Gloryland Band!

Thanks to Sandi Bernard
for the theme of the parade, CD with
songs we sang to and to Brady
Parker, Marika Tarver, Barbara
Moran, Elaine Long and Patty
Eggleston for making our signs.
Thank you to Todd Bittle for the hay
bales he let us use and to Sandi for
their trailer and truck and to
everyone who rode on our float in
the Millersburg Parade!

Brady Parker with the cross Rev. John
Gulick built and our theme from this year’s
float "God Is Our Rock"!

