History of the Millersburg Christian Church: 1836 – 2011
175 Years of Serving Christ in the Millersburg Community
Supplement to the book prepared for the 150th anniversary in 2008
Hopefully, many of you reading this will remember that Millersburg Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2008. And so the question must be
immediately answered: Why are we celebrating our 175th anniversary just three years after
celebrating our 150th? Answer: In researching the history of MCC in 2008, at least two
references noted the planting of a church in Millersburg in 1836. Of course, 2011 would be
175 years from that date.
Please read (or reread) the book prepared for the 150th anniversary for most of the details
of the history of this church. We chose the 2008 date for a sesquicentennial celebration based
on documentation of when a church building was first built on its present location in
“downtown” Millersburg. We believe that the 1836 “planting” of the church occurred on
Millers Creek, about 3 miles south of the present location, as detailed in the Archaeology
section of this booklet. Thomas Allen, an important religious figure of mid-19th century
Missouri, dedicated the church on its present site on August 22, 1858. However, page 18 of
our sesquicentennial history book1 cites a contribution by Absalom Rice, dated July 22, 1836,
to Alexander Campbell’s Millennial Harbinger: “There is a Church organized at Millersburg,
which bids fair to prosper, and I trust will prove a blessing to many in its vicinity.” The 1937
book Disciples of Christ in Missouri says that the “Millersburg church was planted in 1836
with 51 members.”2 Thus, 2011 is 175 years later, and a good time for another celebration.
In addition, this gives us the opportunity to correct a few factual and typographical errors
that appeared in the 150th anniversary book. And we thought it might be an opportunity for
people who did not contribute memories to the original book (or wanted to change the ones
they did contribute) to make those contributions.
So the date of 1836 is the time of the official “planting” of Millersburg Christian Church,
planting being the process that results in the establishment of a new church congregation. The
early 19th century was a time of westward movement into the relatively uncharted territory of
the interior North American continent. As communities grew, planting of churches occurred.
The Christian Church and the Disciples of Christ, two independent religious movements that
joined in 1832 with a handshake between Barton Stone and Alexander Campbell in
Lexington, Kentucky, figured prominently in the planting of churches during the early 19th
century westward American expansion.
Have we learned any historical information since 2008? Yes: one thing available now that
was not available three years ago (as far as we know) is a searchable internet database of
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Campbell’s Millennial Harbinger magazine.3 This allowed entering “Millersburg”, “Callaway
County”, and other words as search terms, and the following several items resulted, usually
from sections of issues of that publication entitled “News from the Churches”.
The entire entry from Absalom Rice for July 22, 1836, partially quoted above, reads: “We
are progressing as usual in the reformation —still receiving additions, and those intelligent
and some quite influential persons; so that the prospect seems to brighten. Being scattered
over a large territory, the brethren thought it would be more profitable to divide—so there is a
church organized at Millersburg, which bids fair to prosper, and I trust will prove a blessing to
many in its vicinity. Old brother Stone has visited us in this section last Spring, and immersed
several, and I trust his labor will not be in vain amongst us, but will be like ‘bread cast upon
the waters—found again after many days.’ We are to have a two days’ meeting, commencing
tomorrow at brother Peter Mason’s, at which we expect several of the proclaimers, and trust
that it will not be long until the public mind will be disabused even in Missouri.”4
This confirms the 1836 date cited earlier from primary source material. And the entire
passage implies that prior to 1836, Christians/Disciples of Christ in Callaway County may
have met irregularly and/or at only one or two locations in the county. Christian churches had
previously been planted at Antioch in 1828 (about 3 miles south of present-day Williamsburg)
and in Fulton in 18335, and Absalom Rice appears to have been one of the elders (preachers)
at the church in Fulton.6 “Old brother Stone”7 in this passage refers to Barton Stone (17721844), one of the Christian Church founders who lived in Jacksonville, Illinois, at the time,
but he also traveled widely in the Midwest and Upper South preaching and evangelizing.8
A few months earlier, dated March 12, 1836, Absalom Rice wrote to the Millennial
Harbinger: “The reformation is progressing slowly among us, and the disciples are making
their way through much opposition from the sects towards the kingdom of Jesus Christ. We
have every thing to bear here that our brethren in other states bore a few years ago; but I trust
we have in some measure learned to fight the good fight of faith, and to bear evil treatment
and mis-representation with becoming fortitude. We have profited from experience; therefore,
being reviled and calumniated, we bear, knowing that many who oppose know not what they
are opposing and I have been for some time persuaded that the more the brethren can bear and
the less they say about the sects, the better. For we must not, if we wish to benefit them, rouse
their prejudices and prepossessions; for if we do, we shut up the avenue of their understanding. Besides, we must take into consideration the circumstances over which they have had no
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control, (I mean the prejudices of education) which seems to have so much influence that but
few, comparatively speaking, ever can surmount it. The people, I mean the professors here, as
in other places, are very much under the influence of their priests, and their ipse dixit is
paramount to the best authority. We still have a few accessions, so we number near 80 at this
time; and I am persuaded if you could find it convenient to visit our new settled country and
spend a month or two, that it would advance the cause in this country very much indeed.”9
Even earlier, August 8, 1835, Brother J Coons of Calloway [editor’s note: sometimes
“Callaway” is misspelled as “Calloway” here and elsewhere] County wrote to the Millennial
Harbinger: “That the good cause is prospering in this region. A church constituted about two
years ago, with nine members, now numbers upwards of seventy. Brother M P Wills has
immersed fourteen latterly.”10 This would be in reference to the Christian Church in Fulton.
On December 24, 1836, Absalom Rice wrote to the Millennial Harbinger: “We are
progressing as usual, still receiving some from the different sects, and some yet have the
moral courage to make the good confession; and amongst those who unite themselves with us,
we have the consolation to know that the greater part of them are people of standing and
intelligence. We number at this time near one hundred, besides what have gone to Millersburg; and I think there are from forty to fifty members in that church. The time I trust is not
far distant when churches will spring up in many neighborhoods in Missouri and ‘when the
wilderness and solitary places will bloom and blossom as the rose’.”11
Thomas Allen, who officially dedicated Millersburg Christian Church in its present
location in 1858, contributed this to the Millennial Harbinger, dated April 22, 1837: “I came
to this country last Fall, and have settled not far from Columbia . . . . I have also labored
considerably in the congregation of Millersburg, Callaway County: several have recently been
added to that church by faith and obedience. Elders Jacob and Joseph Coons, and Daviess
labor to good effect with the brethren there.”12
Thomas Allen contributed to the Millennial Harbinger again, dated June 14, 1837: “On
the first Sunday of this month two confessed Jesus, and were baptized at brother A Miller’s,
in the church of Millersburg. The Bible cause is evidently on rising ground in this part of
Missouri; and all, in my humble opinion, that is wanting to make it triumphant, is a sufficient
number of efficient Christian teachers and faithfulness on the part of professors. May the Lord
enable us to be faithful, and grant that much good may be done in the name of Jesus!”13
Joseph Coons wrote to the Millennial Harbinger, December 16, 1838: “The cause of truth
is still on the advance in this quarter. About twenty have been added to the Millersburg church
during the year, which has nearly closed.”14
9

Campbell, A. 1836. The Millennial Harbinger, Vol. VII, Number V, page 238.
Campbell, A. 1835. The Millennial Harbinger, Vol. VI, Number XI, page 569.
11
Campbell, A. 1837. The Millennial Harbinger, Vol. VIII, Number II, page 92.
12
Campbell, A. 1837. The Millennial Harbinger, Vol. VIII, Number VII, page 325.
13
Campbell, A. 1837. The Millennial Harbinger, Vol. VIII, Number VIII, page 381.
14
Campbell, A. 1839. The Millennial Harbinger, Vol. III, Number VII, page 284. This note goes on to say that
“Brethren Jones and Jacob Coons, with myself, held a two days’ meeting on Nine Mile Prairie. Five made the
10

3

Yet another contribution from Thomas Allen, dated July 19, 1839: “The churches of
Christ in the counties of Callaway, Boone, Howard, Randolph, Monroe, and Cole will hold an
annual meeting at Fulton, to commence on Friday before the 2nd Lord’s day in October next.
It is expected that each church will make a communication, and state when they were
constituted, and with how many members, and what the present number, etc.”15 Millersburg
reported at this meeting having 96 members.16
Thomas Allen wrote on September 4, 1839: “At a meeting which closed yesterday, near
Millersburg in Callaway County, I am told there were ten who obeyed the Gospel.”17
At the state meeting of churches of Christ in Fayette in September of 1841, Millersburg
reported having 110 members, with 10 new members being added that year. Joseph and Jacob
Coons served as elders.18
Joseph Coons made this contribution to the Millennial Harbinger, dated June 21, 1842:
“The gospel has been gloriously triumphing in [Millersburg]. I have lately baptized 23, and
have witnessed the confession of six others, some of whom have since been baptized by
Brother Rice; the rest will be baptized shortly.”19
Abram (or Abraham) Miller seems to have been a prime mover in the Christian Church in
Millersburg. He apparently gave the land for the construction of the original church building
on Miller’s Creek. He is also mentioned in biographies of one Dr. Winthrop Hartly Hopson,
MD20. Winthrop was born April 26, 1823, in Kentucky, but his family moved to Montgomery
County, Missouri, when he was two years old. The Hopsons did not like that location, and
after a year moved to Callaway County, eventually locating to Fulton. His parents sent young
Winthrop to school in Carrolton IL and then to Jacksonville IL where he lived with Barton
Stone’s family and attended meetings of the Church of Christ there. He made a public
confession of his faith and was immersed in 1836.
When he returned to Fulton, Winthrop was placed at Bonne Femme College near
Columbia. Thomas Allen lived in that neighborhood, and they became good friends. He also
came under the influence of men such as Absalom Rice, Jacob and Joseph Coons, and Marcus
Wills, all mentioned in this historical summary. His father wanted him to study law, but he
felt it his duty to preach the Gospel, and in 1839, at his home in Fulton, he delivered his first
public exhortation to sinners. At that time, “Christians” were few and mostly despised by
denominations. They were ostracized by other churches and called “Campbellites, Stonites,
New Lights, anything but the name they chose to wear and strove to honor.”21
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After prayerful consideration, Winthrop chose to devote his life to preaching the Gospel.
There were no seminaries for training, so his only recourse was “to sit at the feet of some
Godly man who was able to teach others how to tell the story of the cross”. Thus, he spent
several months with Brother Abram Miller of Millersburg, learning what to preach and
speaking when opportunities were offered. In 1840, Winthrop approached Brother Samuel
Rogers22, who wrote: “I was approached by a tall, spare youth of about 18 summers . . . . He
bore letters from Abram Miller of Callaway County, recommending him to me as a pious
youth, who desired to devote his life to the work of the ministry, and who wished to place
himself under my care.”
Winthrop also saw that he would not be able to support himself and a family making only
$50 a year as an itinerant preacher, so he studied medicine in St. Louis while preaching, and
graduated as a doctor in 1846. But after just a few years, he gave up the practice of medicine
for full-time preaching, being, among other things, the state evangelist from 1851. A note to
the Millennial Harbinger written by Thomas Allen, dated April 1, 1851: “Bro. W. H. Hopson,
in a letter dated ‘Hannibal, March 18, 1851’ says: ‘Since I commenced my duties as State
Evangelist, on the first of January, I have preached more than one hundred sermons . . .’”23
During the same period that Alexander Campbell published the Millennial Harbinger,
Barton Stone published the Christian Messenger. In a note in that magazine dated May 26,
1843, Thomas Allen reported from a state meeting of Christian churches that the Millersburg
church had 221 members and were being served by evangelists Joseph and Jacob Coons and
Marcus Wills.24
All of these passages taken together help begin to form a picture of the Millersburg
Christian Church prior to 1858. Following the 1836 planting on Millers Creek, the
congregation appears to have grown, particularly if the 1843 figure of 221 members is
accurate. Some references in these (and other) passages in the Millennial Harbinger describe
the early Christian Church working against the great prejudices of various denominations
toward a church that lets everyone in. Thomas Allen and Absalom Rice have many other
entries in these volumes of the Millennial Harbinger, but none specifically dealing with the
congregation in Millersburg. The people in Millersburg itself seem not to have written
anything that has survived the passage of time.
Rev. Larry Brown, former pastor at MCC, has provided some additional information
about the Abram (Abraham) Miller family based on research he has conducted:
The “Millers of Millersburg” family went from Pennsylvania to Bourbon County, Kentucky,
and founded Millersburg, Kentucky, then later some of them moved to Missouri and founded
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Millersburg, Missouri. They were:
Abraham Miller was born 4 Jul 1786 in Holmes, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, died 22
Dec 1862 in Fulton, Callaway County, Missouri. Abraham married Polly Rule 25 May 1813
in Bourbon Co, Kentucky She died in 1848 in Missouri. Their Children:
1. John Warden MILLER b: ABT 1814 in Bourbon County, Kentucky
2. William Byram MILLER b: 14 Jun 1817 in Kentucky
3. Minerva MILLER b: Aug 1821 in Missouri
4. James Walker MILLER b: 4 Aug 1821 in Missouri
5. Noah Worcester MILLER b: ABT 1824 in Missouri
6. Leander Caruth ( Lee ) MILLER b: 29 Oct 1828 in Callaway County, Missouri Lee died 2
Aug 1913 in Chicago, Illinois. He was buried in Knob Noster Cemetery, Johnson County,
Missouri, with his second wife Mary Ellen. He was married three times.
Wife 1: Belle Shanks (d. 1860), child: William E. Miller
Wife 2: Mary Ellen Nesbit (d. 1881) Two children:
Minnie B.- b. Oct. 1861 married L. W. Dallas (Shelby Co., Mo.)
John W. Miller (lived in Chicago in 1913)
Wife 3: Emma T. DODDS Married: 27 Aug 1889
7. Lycurgus MILLER b: 20 Aug 1832 in Callaway County, Missouri
8. Vernile MILLER b: 1835 in Missouri
9. Ulysses Telemachus MILLER b: 7 Jul 1826 in Callaway County, Missouri
History of Johnson County, Missouri 1881:
L. C. MILLER, physician, was born in Callaway County, Missouri, October 29, 1836. His
father, Abraham Miller, a native of Kentucky, emigrated to Missouri in 1818 and settled in
Callaway County in 1819, and continued to reside there until his death in 1862. The doctor's
mother was also a native of Kentucky. Born and raised in Bourbon County. She died in
1848. The doctor spent his youth on a farm, and his first lessons were taken in the common
school and afterward he attended the high school at Independence, Jackson County, Mo. After
quitting this school he went to California, where he remained five years. Returning, he then
entered the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, graduating 1857. Returning to his
native state he located in Shelby County and at once entered upon his practice and in a short
time he was in the enjoyment of a lucrative practice, it extending into Jackson and Cass
counties. In 1876 he came to Knob Noster and resumed his practice. The doctor has been
twice married, first to Miss Shanks. She died in 1860, leaving one child, William E. For his
second wife he married a Miss Nesbit of Shelby County, and in 1881 she died, leaving two
children: Minnie B. and John W.
History of Johnson County, Missouri 1918
Dr. L. C. Miller, a native of Callaway County. Missouri, born October 29. 1836. engaged in
the practice at Knob Noster in 1876. He graduated from the Jefferson Medical College at
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania, in the class of 1857. and was engaged in the practice of his
profession in Shelby County prior to coming to this state.
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Memories
Jeanette Hudson, Joyce Schermerhorn, and Brenda Rose, July 19, 2011,
as recorded by Barbara Moran
Hub McCray grew up a member at Millersburg Baptist Church and his wife, Claudia, was
a member of Ebenezer Baptist Church. Their daughters, Jeanette and Joyce, wanted to go to
Millersburg Christian Church because that's where most of their friends went. Claudia started
attending MCC with Jeanette, Jim, Joe Ed, and Joyce so that they could be with friends, and
eventually all of the family became active members of MCC. When they were young, Joyce
and Jeanette remember that there was no youth group at MCC, so they went to the Millersburg Baptist Church youth group. They met on Wednesday nights: GA (Girls Auxiliary) and
RA for the boys (Royal Ambassadors). Grandma Jones, in charge of the youth group at that
time, looked at least 100 years old with all white hair. When she blew the whistle she always
carried, you stopped dead in your tracks. That spry old lady played ball and jumped rope with
them. Jeanette, Joyce, and Brenda couldn’t reach agreement on her age (70? 80?), but she sure
looked old to the children and they all called her Grandma.
Each summer Jeanette and Joyce went to the Baptist church camp on Hillers Creek for a
week. The camp had Bible study, crafts, swimming, and a talent show. Jeanette never stayed a
full week because she got homesick. Each church that had a child at camp (many community
children from different churches attended) would provide a meal for the camp. On the night
that Millersburg Baptist Church served the meal, Jeanette rode back to Millersburg with them.
Brenda said that Millersburg Baptist Church, the only Baptist Church between Fulton and
Columbia, had a large congregation and lots of room. Christian churches dotted Highways F
and WW, with a church every 6 miles or so, and therefore had much smaller congregations.
Vacation Bible School was held at Millersburg Baptist Church. It involved the whole
community. School age children, up to 100 some years, came from areas around Duncan
School (located south, on what is now County Road 344), Truitt School (across from where
Al Baker’s auto repair shop is now on Route J; it was moved to become a residence and now a
veterinary hospital, still on Route J), McClellan School (northeast, on what is now County
Road 230 east of County Road 257 [the building no longer exists]), and Stephens School
(north). Baptist church members led the VBS. At the end of the two weeks, the children
marched in a parade down the hill to Claude Bryant’s store to get ice cream. A scoop cost a
nickel at that time. Then they paraded back to the Baptist Church. It was a big deal to be the
one to carry the American flag, Christian flag, or the Bible to lead the procession, exercises
each day, or the parade at the end of VBS.
Brenda remembers when a neighborhood girl, Barbara Baker (Dexter), drove a Studebaker
to pick up her at home on County Road 257 (now the Theilbar place), Lou Rees (who lived on
property now owned by the Morans), and, when Claudia didn’t go, the McCray kids (Jeanette,
Joyce, Jim, and Joe Ed) and take them to Sunday School at MCC. Ola Mae Fischer was their
Sunday School teacher for many years. Jeanette remembers her as a sweet lady, but sometimes she asked you to read aloud from the Bible. When Clarence Kennett served as Sunday
School Superintendent, he often would ask one of the children to lead the prayer, and Brenda

7

was terrified that he would ask her. Others attending in those years were: Lois McClellan
(Long), Nadine McClellan (Gentzsch), Carl Wayne McClellan, Nancy Wilkerson (Duenow),
Linda Wilkerson (Hawkins), Jerry and Albert Kennett, Danny and David Rose, Carol
Phillippe, Hazel Phillippe (Pahl), Leo Adkins, Gene, Leroy, Larry and Karen McCubbin,
Melvin Fisher, Joe Ed, Jeanette, Jim, and Joyce McCray
Sunday School opening included singing a hymn, a scripture reading, a prayer, and
collection of an offering kept separate from the church treasury. The mini-worship format had
been in place since the time when MCC didn’t have worship service every Sunday. The
Sunday School opening format continued long past when MCC held weekly worship services.
Rev. Dale Angel, in the mid-1970s, felt Millersburg had grown to a size that it needed a
full time minister, and he preached every Sunday. But he was bi-vocational, and worked for
one of the insurance companies in Columbia. He felt a full-time minister would help MCC
grow to full potential. He and Wanda continued to come to MCC for awhile after he was no
longer serving the church. Jim Turner, our next minister, preached every Sunday, and drove a
school bus to help make ends meet.
Joyce remembers the summer Joe Ed mowed the church yard. One time a bolt came off a
wheel and hit her leg. He used their tractor and a skid to haul the mower to the church.
At the spring smorgasbords, Claudia McCray and, later, Jeanette and Joyce often worked
with the desserts. Jeanette remembers that they would try to save one of Leona Kennett’s pies
so at the end of the dinner someone could buy the whole pie. To their amazement, Leona
would move a knife at four points around the edge, hit the bottom, and the whole pie would
pop out of her glass dish intact for transfer to a disposable pie plate. Leona Kennett and her
sister, Marie Latty, often made and brought gooseberry pies.
Mutton suppers were huge fundraising events. They were held in the summer and attracted politicians. Brenda thinks in some years they served up to 500 people. Most of the men
helped cook the sheep and set up tables and chairs. In the 1950s and early 1960s, that may
have included Nelson Baker, Cotton Thomas, Reuben Fischer, Charlie Fischer, Clarence
Kennett, Lawrence Foresee, Gersham “Mac” McCubbin, Hub McCray, Jay Phillippe, Cyril
Wilkerson, George Bright, Stanley McCray, Don Rose, Raymond Berry, Douglas McClellan,
and others. They cooked 10-12 sheep in large black kettles over an open fire and grilled on a
brick fireplace built by Peggy Rose’s dad. They would start the fire at 4:00 a.m. and let the
meat cook all day. They boiled the meat in large pans first to tenderize it, and then grilled it
over a wood fire. The women made huge batches of coleslaw, cut with a kraut cutter. Brenda
still has Wilma Allen’s recipe to make coleslaw for 100 if you need it. They cooked the
potatoes in the mutton broth after they removed the meat. People brought onions, tomatoes,
and green beans from their gardens to serve. They served the meat and slaw from large
galvanized wash tubs. Families each brought two pies. The men made their own secret
barbeque sauce for the mutton. Iced tea was made in a #13 crock (13 gallons).
The kids would play (and get in trouble) while the adults worked, but by the time you
were 12-13 years old you helped too: serving cold drinks out of sweating metal pitchers,
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cleaning up, shooing flies from food, etc. The suppers raised money for projects such as
building the bathrooms off of the knotty-pine-paneled fellowship hall. The event was a long,
hot day and lots of work. As they had more competition from other groups doing similar
events, MCC eventually discontinued the mutton suppers.
Brenda remembered becoming active again at MCC when she helped with the fundraising bazaars shortly after Matt was born in 1973. Crafters would work together in the old
fellowship hall (or basement when it was completed) until late on many nights, making items
to sell. Another group met Wednesday evenings at Clarence Kennett’s shed refurbishing
antiques collected over the year to sell at the fall bazaars. The bazaars also had large displays
of Miss Eula's (Baumgartner) candles and the incredible number of dozens of her rolls baked
and sold throughout the day. Peggy Rose sewed children's clothes and ladies gowns for weeks
before each bazaar.
Brenda recalled when her son, Matt, and Aaron Turner (the preacher’s son) were about
three years old. They would go back to the refrigerator in the old kitchen and open it. One
would lift the other up so he could take a swig from the communion grape juice container.
Then the other would lift his friend so that he could get a swig, too. Walter Baumgartner and
George Bright, visiting in the corner, just watched them and laughed. No one knows how long
this conspiracy lasted before the children’s mothers became aware.
When the Millersburg School burned in 1956, Clarence Kennett was on the school board
and active at MCC. MCC offered their building for classrooms. The school met for about 6
weeks in the knotty-pine room, with a divider set up to screen off a separate area where they
ate lunch, until a new school was constructed.
Brenda remembers during the time that Stanley Williams served as minister, she and
Danny attended youth group on Sunday nights. Other kids she remembers that attended
included Stanley’s daughter, April, David Rose, Albert Kennett, Nancy Wilkerson, Linda
Wilkerson, and Susan Kennett. Brenda remembers playing “Duck, Duck, Goose”, and she fell
and tore a good pair of wool pants. At each meeting they said the pledge to the Christian flag
and the American flag (it was the early 1960s), and had structured activities and topics. Moms
took turns supplying a light supper for the group. The Missouri School of Religion (now at
the Rickman Center in Jefferson City MO) was on the University of Missouri campus. Stanley
Williams was a student at MSR while he served at MCC and supplied as chaplain for
Woodhaven.25 The MSR provided students as preachers for many area churches. Millersburg
shared a circuit with Central, Dixie, and New Bloomfield Christian churches. In the early
1970s the churches hired their own ministers.
Brenda recalled going to CWF, and taking her baby, Matt. Brenda was the youngest
woman there and Matt became the CWF mascot. When Matt was only 18 months old, he
pushed a chair over to the dessert table and by the time he was discovered had eaten a couple
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of cups of filling out of the center of a chocolate pie made by Ola Mae Fischer. Ola Mae
loved to tell that story, since he picked her pie. Brenda added that anyone would have done
the same thing with enthusiasm for one of Ola Mae’s chocolate cream pies. Brenda had to
wash Matt up in the sink before taking him home.
Brenda mentioned the big, old, heavy tables that were hard to move around in the knotty
pine room. Some men cut the legs off the tables and put them in the ceiling over the rafters to
make a floor in the attic. That made it easier to run the wiring to install ceiling fans. Are those
old tables still up there? One of the smaller tables ended up in our current kitchen as a work
table, still used during fellowship meals today.
And there was no air conditioning at MCC until the new sanctuary was built in 1970s.
Brenda also contributed these written memories: “CWF (Christian Women’s Fellowship)
was the “benevolent” arm of the church, serving funeral dinners, doing mission work, etc.
They also made lap robes for nursing homes, tore bandages strips for Red Cross and Church
World Service for 3rd world countries, made school bags to ship to overseas ministries, sent
cards to shut ins and those ill or who had suffered a loss, collected clothes to distribute
through CWS (until it was no longer cost effective to ship clothes from the mid-west). With
MCC located in the midst of and part of the westward expansion of Disciples congregations,
there was also the privilege of having National Benevolent Association homes here:
Woodhaven and Lenoir, both a part of the larger congregational ministries. MCC visited both
institutions many times, offering many different support activities over the years.
“CWF took a leadership role in serving farm sale lunches with much help from the
congregation. Funds went into the CWF treasury and contributed to many mission activities
and later to the building fund to support new building construction. Lots of coffee, juicy
burger and pies were served over time at auctions in the Millersburg community. I remember
specifically the farm sale of the Bylo family, when it was bitterly cold and snowy. Over 28
pots of coffee were made and served that day and lots of food prepared and eaten.
“By the time my son, Matt, was older and Meghan came along, more young mothers who
worked at home started attending CWF. It was a great group of women: the fellowship and
mentoring of faith was wonderful and inclusive for ladies 25 - 90 years old. We had a great
time! From the 70’s - 80’s, I remember Grace Theilbar, Ethel Forsee, Wilma Allen, Kitty
Scruggs, Jennie Lee Sturgeon, Francis McCubbin, Marilyn Bettenhausen, Linda Hawkins,
Carolyn Bethell Anderson, Peggy Rose, Martha Fisher, Shirley Bright, and many others. The
configuration of folks changed periodically and many newer folks came and went with time.
The loss of our older ladies was of particular sadness. Over time CWF moved to evening
meetings to include those working away from home. As women became more involved in full
leadership of the congregation, the role of CWF changed as well. It is and always has been a
source of strength, fellowship and faith nurturing for me (and others).”
Note that memories of many other persons are included in the 2008 history book. Please
refer to that publication for those remembrances.
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Corrections to the History Book published in 2008
Several people pointed out errors or omissions in the previously published book, and so I
will try to correct those here:
Page 29 refers to Peggy Rose as the long-time treasurer of Millersburg Christian Church.
However, Nadine Gentzsch served as treasurer of the Building Committee during the time
that the new sanctuary was being built and paid for. Also, Roger Craig Construction Company
built the new sanctuary, hung the cross (with help), and built the new sign, for which Mike
Duenow helped set and do the brickwork. This sign, which includes a bell tower, was in
memory of Wilma Allen.
To page 32 should be added that Don Rose arranged for the church to purchase a wood
splitter from Danuser Machine Company at cost, and he and all the men of the church spent
many hours splitting wood. Some of the women helped load wood on trucks after serving
lunch to everyone.
The list of items at the church on page 38 should include that Esther (Flaigle) Phillippe
donated shrubs, hearing devices for the pews, and the communion chalice in memory of W. J.
Phillippe. Also, Clarence and Leona Kennett donated the pew cushions. The trays in the
kitchen came from the Millersburg School after it closed in 1981.
The 2008 history book provided few details about the stained-glass window over entrance
to the church. Many people contributed to this project in memory of George W. Bright.
George was the father of Betty Rose Musbach and Ed Bright. Gene Musbach was
instrumental in the completion of the project. The artwork says “Ehrhard Stained Glass 1987”.
This is a beautiful piece of art. Please take time to study it.
Lewis Baumgartner’s “memory” on page 62 says: “. . . Mrs. Craig (wife of MCC pastor
Dan Craig) . . .” Mrs. Craig was Reverend Craig’s mother, not wife. That was an error on the
part of the editor, not Lewis.
The last name “Bethell” was misspelled more than once in this book as “Bethel”, and the
last name “Haas” misspelled as “Hass”. I apologize for those errors.
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Archaeology
One thing Millersburg Christian Church has that is not available to many small rural
congregations: a professional archaeologist as one of its members. Professor (now retired)
Ralph Rowlett was a faculty member at the University of Missouri for 40 years. The next
section of this booklet details some of the results of archaeological investigations at the
original church site, dating from 1836 and located about 3 miles south of the present location.
While it would be nice to have some additional documentation of our early history via
submissions to the 19th century journals published by Alexander Campbell and Barton Stone,
these archaeological investigations flesh out the details of a lot of the origins of MCC in the
areas of the nature of the building that housed the church, the kind of church services that
were held in that building, and so on.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSIGHTS AT THE ORIGINAL SITE OF THE
MILLERSBURG CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Preliminary Report by Ralph M. Rowlett
By 1995 several members of the Millersburg Christian Church congregation yearned for
the archaeological investigation of the original site of the church on Route J in southern
Millersburg. Church member Lawrence Forsee knew where the old site was, so he guided
archaeologist Prof. Ralph Rowlett, of the University of Missouri and the Millersburg
Christian Church congregation, to the location on the farm of Gary Ryan of Millersburg. A
surface inspection of the site (Fig. 1) near a natural crossing of Miller’s Creek from the north
side revealed traces of a Euro-American structure, which upon archaeological excavation does
appear to be the remains of a church or meeting hall and not of a residential house or barn.
Archaeological excavation, under the direction of Prof. Rowlett, started there in the fall of
1996 with many volunteers from the adults and youth (Fig. 2) of the Millersburg Christian
Church, assisted by a small number of anthropological archaeology students of the University
of Missouri-Columbia. One of these, John Rucker, served as Assistant Field Director. A
Romanian archaeologist also provided some critical advice for interpreting some of the
remains. Among the set of very enthusiastic volunteers, Samantha Eggleston, a young student
at the time, spent as many hours doing the fieldwork as Prof. Rowlett himself! Excavations
continued on Saturdays in the spring and fall until 2001, with accumulation of thousands of
finds, almost all of them broken, which needed to be curated and studied. The study continues
at present although the lack of a suitable space to do so, after the retirement of Prof. Rowlett
from the university, greatly hampers this activity. The most common artifacts categories are
iron nails, broken window glass, and prehistoric stone tools. Eventually the archaeological
exploration of the site should be resumed, since not all the site has been dug. For example, the
cornerstones at the northwest and northeast corner of the church house have not been deeply
explored, and more investigation needs to be done at the entrance. This report amplifies the
archaeological results presented in outline form in Moran, et al. 2008: 47-50.
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Figure 1: Map of the Millersburg MO area, including the locations of the present church, the
original church site, and the baptismal hole.

Figure 2: Volunteers at the MCC original church site archaeological dig.
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Figure 3: Some of the Indian points found during archaeological digs, representing the
Mokane group of the Hopewellian Indians. The “St. Charles” point to the right is the typical
spear and dart point of this culture. The stemmed “Dickson” point in the middle is probably
the spike for a war club. On the left, the small point with the “St. Charles” configuration must
be one of the oldest true arrowheads in Missouri.
The excavations quickly revealed that
the Euro-American building overlaid an
important Native American habitation site,
for hundreds of stone tools were
found underneath and around the church.
These stone tools include spear thrower
bifacial dart points with corner notches and
stemmed war club spikes (Fig. 3) indicating
that the Indian residence goes back to about
AD 700, long before the American settlers
arrived. This evidence assigns the prehistoric Native Americans to the Mokane
Group of the widespread Hopewellian
Areal Culture of the Ohio, Missouri,
Illinois, and Iowa River valleys. Most of
the zone of the Indian village lies north of the church, extending down to the Millers Creek
ford, and it deserves a further investigation and report as well. At the time of the original
Euro-American settlement, the church location was technically near the southern limit of the
tribal region of the so-called Missouria Indians, or Niutachi as they called themselves in their
own Siouian language, although no remains of the historic tribe were uncovered at the locale.
For this 175th anniversary volume, we will concentrate primarily on the original Millersburg
Christian Church, said by the historical record to have been built about 1836 when Abram
Miller and his brother Samuel helped establish the frontier community of Millersburg in the
very heart of Little Dixie (History of Callaway County, 1884). It must be thoroughly
understood that these early settlers were not merely just from Kentucky, like Daniel Boone,
but from the Bluegrass region of central Kentucky, with its tradition of Daniel Boone, rifle
marksmanship, fine pasture, fine horses, mint juleps, Southern belles, and early Christians of
the Disciples of Christ movement. The author of this article is from this background himself,
with relatives and ancestors from the Missouri Ellis family, so I know the general ambience of
these settlers well.
The Church Building
The original Millersburg Christian Church site lies about 3.3 miles south of the Boonslick
Trail, which roughly follows Routes WW and F. The historic evidence (History of Callaway
County, 1884) maintains that the church was made of logs and had a rough oak floor and
pews made from split logs for seats. The archaeological evidence is consistent with this
description, since the stones on which were set the sleeper-beam logs delineate the outline of
the church (Fig. 4). The sill stones midway of the west and east ends reveal the position of the
entrances. The absence of darker post holes in the light-brown, slightly sandy soil is
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consistent with the logs upon sleeper beams construction. When a wider area of the floor is
dug, one should be able to estimate from the positions of artifacts that have fallen through the
spaces between the logs just how wide were the oak flooring logs.
The flattish stones supporting the sleeper beams and the corners were of local Mississippian Epoch limestone. Since archaeology is a scientific study, the metric distance between the
corner stones on east-west sides is 12.25 m, with the north-south distance being 8.2 m wide.
This converts to a building that was 40 feet long by 26 feet wide. Midway between the 40foot corners is a stone support to hold up the sleeper beams where they join. The church must
have been built with 20-ft-long logs that join in the middle of the 40-ft length.

Figure 4: The excavated area,
revealing the corner stones of the
church and the sill stones of the
entrances.

Figure 5: Drawing
of a reconstruction
of the original
Millersburg
Church.

The reconstruction drawing (Fig. 5) shows the logs squared off, as in the old photographs
of the early Christian church at Cane Ridge in Bourbon County, Kentucky. We have modeled
the wooden shingles of the roof and the clapboard shutters on the basis of the Cane Ridge
Church, which was as theologically influential as it was architecturally influential. At an early
date the windows were glazed with a high-quality flat glass, still crystalline transparent,
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averaging 2-3 mm thickness. Most of this glass, studied by UMC student Circe Valenzuela, is
slightly greenish, while other fragments are slightly bluish, and a few more either totally clear
or iridescent. Since this is a Protestant Church from the Upper South emphasizing a direct
communion with God, stained glass would not have been necessary for them. A refitting
together of the thousands of glass fragments will eventually establish the size(s) of the
window panes. More study needs to establish if there was glass in the front door--the church
at Cane Ridge did not have door glass, but Alexander Campbell's early Christian Church at
Brush Run, Pennsylvania, had six small panes of glass in a 3-over-3 arrangement. Most of
these early churches have the doorway in the west, where certainly there were the more
regular and attractive sill stones at Millersburg. These churches did not yet have the two
entrances, one for men and one for women, so common in the later Victorian-era church
houses built not long after the original Millersburg church house.
Archaeologically, there is hardly a trace of a heating system in the church. There are no
concentrated traces of burning or ashy residues left behind, nor is there stone or brick for a
fireplace. There is however, a set of stones right in the middle of the floor (Fig.3). This is
even a more heavy stone concentration than at the corners. The limestones are slightly more
pinkish and grayish than the corner stones. From this we infer that these central stones
provided the emplacement for a potbelly cast iron stove to provide heating in inclement
weather. Of course, this heating arrangement demands a smoke exit right over the stove,
because the photographs of the Cane Ridge Church or Alexander Campbell’s early church at
Brush Run in Southwestern Pennsylvania have closed eaves so that the smoke cannot escape
that way. Since no stone or brick chimney survives, a metal stove pipe should be inferred to
carry the smoke to the flue. Small fragments of burnt wood charcoal and coal lumps found
about the floor indicate that both wood and local coal resources were used to fire the stove.
Commercially significant coal deposits lay on the west side of Miller’s Creek near the
Boonslick Trail. The church did not burn down, because there is a great insufficience of
charcoal to infer that it did, although there is plenty of other evidence as to how the building
came down after 1857 as will be discussed at the end of this article.
Traces of an ironsmithy for forging steel tools and objects were found immediately east of
the church, with several fragments of iron and iron ore around it. The forge was used to
manufacture iron nails with square cross sections for the construction of the church and
apparently also other pieces of flat metal, such as joiners and connectors. Slag from the iron
production is common too. A surprising amount of window glass was found around the forge,
implying that there must have been an accident near the forge involving a shipment of glass.
Within the church were also found a few wire nails with round cross sections which must
have been added later while making repairs. The nails, studied by UMC graduate student John
Rucker, are second only to glass fragments as the most frequent Euro-American artifacts.
Artifacts from Within the Church
Besides the window glass, quite a bit of vessel glass was recovered. Some of it is tinted
glass from bowls and vessels, while other seems to be goblet glass, judging from the rims.
There is an exquisitely delicate chalice of blown glass, as well as a frosted glass pitcher
handle (Fig. 6). One gets the impression that wine was poured from a glass pitcher into glass
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chalices to serve communion. The handle was broken from the glass pitcher by a blow to the
top of the handle where it joined the pitcher body. The communion bread was not necessarily
served on glass platters: there are plenty of pieces of broken ceramic flat dishes which would
have been suitable for serving the communion bread. A microscopic examination for the

Figure 6: Frosted glass
pitcher handle from the
original MCC site.

Figure 7: Sherds of
blue transfer pottery
used for communionware at MCC, found
at the original MCC
site.
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phytoliths of wheat, maize corn, and other grains will help identify exactly which dishes were
used to serve communion bread and what kind of bread represented the host. Local wild
grapes have been used for making red wine in North America since late Viking times.
The Euro-American pottery at the old church site came from two different origins. Some
dark glazed bowls were American made, but there were an even larger number of sherds of
very expensive white porcelain pottery with blue transfer designs, which had recently been
invented in England, and the sale of which contributed to the prosperity of 19th century
Britain. These blue transfer plates (Fig. 7), which must have seemed exquisite on the
American frontier in the early 19th century, included designs with flowers, leaves, garlands,
and other designs, some of which may have been abstract. Two even show fragments of the
pseudo-legend of the Blue Willow Ceramic design.
At first I was surprised by the presence of such exuberant fancy pottery, and I had begun to
wonder if there had not been some mistake and that the building was not a church house after
all. While doing archaeological research in Romania in the summer of 1997, I told Romanian
colleagues about my quandary. Fortunately there was on the archaeological crew of Prof.
Dragos Gheorghiu, a young woman, Ioana Rica, who had just resigned from a nunnery of the
Eastern Orthodox Church in order to pursue graduate study in prehistory at the University of
Constantza in Romania. When I told the Romanians about the numerous blue transfer
potsherds in a putative church, Ms. Rica observed that she had seen a large collection of such
ceramics in her nunnery museum. She went back to her former nunnery and interviewed the
older nuns there, who reported that in the early 19th century the blue transfer pottery was
considered so beautiful and elegant that it was deemed totally appropriate all over the Western
world to serve communion on such exquisite ceramics for the glory of Christ and God. So
now we can infer that the communion bread was indeed served on blue-and-white blue
transfer plates and that some things were up to date even in frontier Millersburg. Most of the
sherds we found, analyzed by Dr. Terisita Majewski of Statistical Research, Inc. of Tucson
AZ were small chips from the edges of the expensive blue transfer plates.

Figure 8: Vase foot
from the original
MCC site.
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One find still slightly enigmatic among the fine pottery sherds is the foot of some kind of
small vessel (Fig. 8). Since it has a pale blue circle on the exterior, perhaps it is from a blue
transfer tea cup. Another remarkable find is the fragment of an iron book hinge or book mark
which had been gilded. This hinge may have been from the cover of a Bible, which was worn
out and thus only the metal hinge was attempted to be salvaged. Given its destruction, it looks
almost like the leftovers of an attempt at theft. Hardly anything found so far can easily be
recognized as children's playthings, but one small (1/2 in.) pottery beetle model, with striped
wing covers, has on the ventral side a fingertip impression, 1/4 in. wide, which must be that of
the child that made it. While there is plenty of pottery and glassware, very few bones give
little evidence of an “all day meeting and dinner on the grounds”.
The call to worship seems to have been made with a large hammered iron bell, of which
part of the lower rim has been found (Fig.9). The rim was left unknurled. The mouth of the
bell can be estimated to be 9 in (23 cm) in diameter. At the edge the bell was 5 mm thick
(about 1/4 in) but already at 2.75 inches up the side of the bell it was reduced to 3 mm thick.
Figure 9: Piece of
wrought iron
church bell from
the original MCC
site.
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The curvature of the side of the bell has a length of 63 mm for 60 mm of linear distance. Such a
simple bell would be easy to replicate.
Gun flints from flint-lock weapons, pistols and/or rifles, also occur in the church deposits.
Weapons must have been continuously at hand, and the gun flint, which can easily become
dislodged, lost. The English-style gun flints are readably recognizable, because they have a
square form (Fig. 10a), and some of them are made on blue-black European Cretaceous flint.
There seem to be some French-style gunflints as well (Fig. 10b) but these have the same
rounded-nose shape as prehistoric endscrapers for defleshing mammal hides and only microscopic examination will allow the distinction of the two. The gun flints have more shattered
and splintered edges such as the extensively used French gunflint in Fig. 10b, while the hide
scrapers have a polished, smoothed-off appearance on the rounded scraping edge (Fig. 10c).
The French-style gunflint has a burnt, shattered look from having experienced too many
flashes in the pan.
Figure 10: Gunflints recovered from the original MCC site.

The Baptismal Pool
The archaeological investigations also included an underwater survey of the traditional
baptismal hole (Figs. 1 and 11) in a deep part of Cedar Creek. This pool is fortuitously
situated just south of some shallows, where the Boonslick Trail crossed Cedar Creek before
the modern construction of the Cedar Creek bridge for Route WW. As can be seen in this
photo, the hole with chest-high water is only a few yards south of a terrace in the stony creek
bed where the water normally runs only knee-deep in the summer. This survey found at the
bottom of the baptismal hole a few Euro-American items, perhaps dropped during baptism by
complete immersion, as well as a draft horse’s large horseshoe (Fig. 11) which was probably
lost at the Boonslick Trail Crossing and then the stream current carried it down to the deeper
and quieter water in the hole. Some Indian stone artifacts were found at the bottom of the pool
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too, although nothing which is diagnostic of a particular time period or cultural affiliation.
The baptismal pool continued to be used for outdoor baptisms even after the decommissioning
of the original church building in 1857, four years before the commencement of the war of the
secession, since it was even more convenient from the replanted Millersburg Christian Church
location.
Figure 11: Underwater
survey of the baptismal pool
in Cedar Creek, with
recovered draft-horse shoe.
The standing researcher is
John Rucker.
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Evidence of the Final Years of the Old Church Building
The old church building was decommissioned in 1857, at which time it was approximately
21 years old, when a new, more modern white wooden church was replanted in downtown
Millersburg at the present location of the brown brick Millersburg Christian Church.
Apparently the older building sat empty for at least 5-7 more years.
Notably, the finished church depicted in Fig. 5 included from the beginning AfricanAmericans among its members, which should not be surprising to those who know well the
history of the Little Dixie area before the revisionists of the last century put their particular
spin on the interpretations of the war for secession. As late as the mid-1960s, a black man
occasionally attended church services at the Millersburg Christian Church. The Callawegians
were such strong secessionists that they seceded from both the Confederate States of America
and the United States of America, forming their own independent polity called “The Kingdom
of Callaway”. They even adopted their own flag (Fig. 12). In October 1861 the Union army
under the command of General Henderson initially assured Colonel Jefferson Jones, the
leader of the Callawegian militia, that the Federals would not invade Callaway. Eventually the
Federal armies ignored their previous agreement and invaded anyway, so that a battle was
fought in and around the old church house which had been abandoned in 1857.
This “Battle of Miller’s Plantation” was a significant skirmish, although largely passed
over by later historians. However, archaeology provides some new information. Several
bullets were recovered from the excavations inside the church. Most of these bullets show
signs of impact, so they were not just lost rounds of ammunition. Bullet sizes found include
50, 45, 30 and 22 calibers. There is one musket ball about a half an inch in diameter after
flattening by impact (Fig. 9d). The fighting at the old church “blockhouse” must have been
intense, judging from the number of bullets found in such a small area excavated. For comparison, on the Titelberg in southwestern Luxembourg, only four 50-caliber machine gun
bullets from World War II were found in an excavated area five times the size of the Millersburg excavations and over two meters (5 feet) deep (Rowlett, Thomas, and Rowlett 1983).
Local folklore relates the battle to the raids and recruitment campaigns of Missouri-native
Confederate Colonel Joseph C. Porter, who made his move into Missouri from farther south
(Dahling 2011a:13; Mudd 1909). This battle must have been in the summer of 1862, when
Callaway County was occupied by Union troops, who chafed severely the local population
since anyone suspected of being sympathetic toward an independent Dixieland was shot on
sight, even if wearing a Confederate uniform (Brownlee 1958: 81). The Union troops
occupied the Missouri School for the Deaf and the State Lunatic Asylum. Of the local young
men of military age, three out of four fought for the Confederacy (Dahling, 2011b). The
Confederate Colonel Joseph C. Porter entered Missouri from the south in July 1862 and his
cavalry troop moved all the way to Memphis, in Scotland County, Missouri, before they were
detected by Union forces. Then Porter and his 275 cavalry men (Dahling, 2011a) moved
down to Moore’s Mill on Route J just south of the present-day Interstate 70. There they were
met by 733 Union cavalry under the command of Col. Odon Guitar. After a fierce four-hour
battle, the outnumbered Confederate sympathizers were forced to withdraw, but Guitar’s
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troops were too decimated to pursue immediately and local Callawegians provided medical
services for the wounded Confederates (Brownlee 1958: 87-88).
Figure 12: The official flag of the independent "Kingdom of Callaway." This reproduction is
in black and white, but the colors should be: a red star on a gold crown set on a white
background that is roughly the shape of Callaway County; red stars on a blue cross on a
wine-colored background.

As Porter’s cavalry troop retreated to the south towards Arkansas, they were pursued from
the north by other Federal forces. The Battle of Miller’s Plantation must have occurred when
Porter was retreating. For this battle, it is unclear who occupied the old log church using it as
a blockhouse. The Union armies were in the habit of using churches for fortifications, as at
Mt. Zion Christian Church in Richmond KY, so maybe they set up an ambush for Porter and
his men at the Miller’s Creek crossing, but the subsequent fate of the church building does not
completely accord with this scenario. The original log building was dramatically destroyed
shortly thereafter. Whatever force destroyed the building, it blew the walls outward, with
traces of decayed wood, scorched wood, and numerous glass sherds outside the foundation’s
perimeter all driven straight into the ground vertically. The building was thus not left to rot
and collapse inward from decay.
It seems doubtful that Porter’s cavalry forces carried with them enough gun powder to
blow up the entire building, which mitigates against an interpretation of Federals using the old
church as a blockhouse fortification. The Federal forces had artillery with them, so perhaps
they blew up the church building if the embattled Dixielanders sought cover there. On the
other hand, if the Federals used the church as a fortification, as per their practice, perhaps
Confederate gunfire ignited the ammunition stores of the Federal troops. Hopefully further
excavations at the site will clarify who used the church as fortification and who or what
expelled them. It seems an unlikely coincidence that a tornado would have come through
southern Callaway so soon after the battle and passed directly over the center of the church.
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Prospectus
Archaeological investigation have served to confirm the size and general appearance of the
original Millersburg Christian Church. It suggests that the faithful rapidly adopted some
elegant accouterments for the worship inside the church. Further study of the already
recovered evidence and new excavations can expand these interpretations and clarify some of
the issues, including both the nature of the church house, the ritual that went on there, the
neglected “Battle of the Miller Plantation” and how the building was eventually destroyed.
There should be some more exciting news to come from both the church location and the
Baptismal Pool produced by additional archaeological investigation.
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Who We Are in 2011
Have we changed any since 2008? Perhaps. We have lost several members of our
extended church family and we have seen the births of two children and several new
members, and a baptism. We have the same pastor (the Reverend Barbara Gulick) and much
of the membership is the same. We do many of the same activities, but we also try new things
from time to time. We have special services for Holy Week and other important dates in the
church calendar: our Easter Sunrise Service is growing each year. The men of the
congregation have enacted "The Living Last Supper" on Maundy Thursday for the last two
years. We do fundraisers and support mission work locally and around the world. Listed
below are some of the things we have done so far in 2011:
We still sponsor the Millersburg Preschool; this falls starts the 27th year. The parent
cooperative contributes a monthly fee to help support building operations and maintenance. In
February, we had a Chili, Cheese, Chicken, Cherries, Chestnuts, and Chocolate fundraiser, a
smorgasbord fundraiser in May, and a garage sale fundraiser in June. The JOY (Just Older
Youth) choir provides special music for services two or three times a month. MCC serves as
the polling site for Bourbon Township, and hosts other community meetings and activities.
Two weddings happened at MCC in August. Sadly, we have also had two funerals at
MCC this year, and celebrated the lives of those individuals.
During the last three years we have made a renewed effort to be more inviting and
inclusive of the entire community. We have had a blood drive and a community-wide
Summer Family Fun Fest, a Blessing of the Animals and a December Parent's Morning Out.
Our Award Winning Floats continue to be a high light of the Millersburg Parade each July.
We continue to offer Vacation Bible School each summer. We recently signed an easement
agreement with Socket Telecommunications (Columbia MO) to put a telecommunications hut
on church property that will bring high-speed internet capability to the Millersburg
community.
We have annual Laity Sundays when the congregation takes charge of the worship.
And, of course, the celebration of our 175 years in the Millersburg community on August
27.
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We look forward to another 175 years of service
to Millersburg and the world!

Commemorative plaque for the 175th anniversary celebration.
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